
ADOPTED
NOV 08 2016

ORDINANCE NO. 31A-325 Board of Supervisors
James City County, VA

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 24, ZONING, OF THE CODE OF THE 
COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, VIRGINIA, BY AMENDING ARTICLE V, DISTRICTS; DIVISION 13, 
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY, RT, SECTION 24-461, USE LIST; AND SECTION 24-469, 
HEIGHT LIMITS AND HEIGHT LIMITATION WAIVERS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, Virginia, that Chapter 24, 
Zoning, is hereby amended and reordained by amending Article V, Districts; Division 13, Research and 
Technology, Section 24-461, Use list; and Section 24-469, Height limits and height limitation waivers.

DIVISION 13 - RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY, RT

Sec. 24-461. Use list.

In the Research and Technology District, RT, buildings to be erected or land to be used shall be for 
one or more of the following or similar uses:

Use
Category Use List

Permitted
Uses

Specially
Permitted

Uses

Residential
Uses

An apartment or living quarters for a guard, caretaker, proprietor 
or other person employed on the premises which is clearly 
secondary to the research and technology use of the property.

P

Commercial
Uses Accessory uses and structures as defined in section 24-2 P

Banks and other similar financial institutions as an accessory use 
to other permitted uses

P

Child day care centers as an accessory use to other permitted uses P
Clinics as an accessory use to other permitted uses P
Corporate offices P
Courier services P
Data processing centers as an accessory use to other permitted 
uses P

Health clubs, exercise clubs and fitness centers as accessory use 
to other pennitted uses P

Off-street parking as required by article II, division II of this 
chapter P

Restaurants as an accessory use to other permitted uses P
Civic Fire stations P
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Communications facilities (public or private), including, but not 
limited to, antennas, towers and support structures, that utilize 
alternative mounting structures and/or are camouflaged. All
facilities shall comply with article II, division 6 of this chapter.

P



Ordinance to Amend and Reordain
Chapter 24. Zoning
Page 2

Use
Category Use List

Permitted
Uses

Specially
Permitted

Uses

Communications facilities (public or private), including, but not 
limited to, antennas, towers and support structures up to a height 
of 40 feet; or multi-antenna systems up to a height of 60 feet. All 
facilities shall comply with article II, division 6 of this chapter.

P

Communications facilities (public or private), including, but not 
limited to, antennas, towers and support structures, greater than 
a height of 40 feet; or multi-antenna systems greater than a height 
of 60 feet. All facilities shall comply with article II, dhision 6 of 
this chapter.

SUP

Electrical generation facilities (public or private), steam 
generation facilities, electrical substations with a capacity of
5,000 kilovolt amperes or more and electrical transmission lines 
capable of transmitting 69 kilovolts or more

SUP

¥

Railroad facilities including tracks, bridges, switching yards and 
stations. Spur lines which are to serve and are accessory to 
existing or proposed development adjacent to existing railroad 
rights-of-way and track and safety improvements in existing 
railroad rights-of-way are permitted generally and shall not 
require a special use permit

SUP

I Telephone exchanges and telephone switching stations P

60 feet in height
Transmission pipelines (public or private), including pumping 
stations and accessory storage, for natural gas, propane gas, 
petroleum products, chemicals, slurry coal and any other gases, 
liquids or solids. Extensions or private connections to existing 
pipelines, which serve an individual customer and which are 
accessory to existing or proposed development, are permitted 
generally and shall not require a special use permit

SUP

Water facilities (public or private), and sewer facilities (public), 
including, but not limited to, treatment plants, pumping stations, 
storage facilities and transmission mains, wells and associated 
equipment such as pumps to be owned and operated by political 
jurisdictions. The following are permitted generally and shall not 
require a special use permit:

(a) private connections to existing mains that are intended to serve 
an individual customer and that are accessory to existing or 
proposed development, with no additional connections to be 
made to the line; and

(b) distribution lines and local facilities within a development, 
including pump stations

SUP

Water impoundments, new or expansion of, less than 50 acres and 
with dam heights of less than 25 feet P
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Use
Category Use List Permitted

Uses

Specially
Permitted

Uses
Water impoundments, new or expansion of, 50 acres or more or 
with dam height of 25 feet or more

SUP

P
dtvision-brWtfeless-ComfflunieationS'Faeilittes

Open Timbering in accordance with section 24-43 P
Industrial Heliports and helistops and accessory uses SUP

Industrial and technical training centers or schools P
Laser technology production P
Manufacture, compounding, processing or packaging of cosmetic, 
toiletry and pharmaceutical products

P

Manufacture or assembly of electronic instruments, electronic 
devices or electronic components P

Manufacture or assembly of medical, drafting, metering, marine, 
photographic and mechanical instruments P

Private streets within "qualifying industrial parks" in accordance 
with section 24-62 P

] Research, development and design facilities or laboratories P
Solid waste transfer stations and container sites, public or private SUP
Warehouse, storage and distribution centers to serve only uses 
permitted in the Research and Technology District, RT, with 
storage limited to a fully enclosed building or screened with 
landscaping and fencing from adjacent property

P

Waste disposal facilities SUP

Sec. 24-469. Height limits and height limitation waivers.

(a) Structures may be erected up to 60 feet in height from grade to the top of the structure. Structures in 
excess of 60 feet in height from grade to the top of the structure may be erected only upon the granting 
of a height limitation waiver by the board of supervisors.

(b) Water towers, chimneys, flues, flagpoles, communication antennae; mechanical penthouse, electrical, 
plumbing, elevator, parapet walls or other accessory mechanical functions which are part of or on top 
of a main structure, and accessory and nonaccessory wireless communication- facilities- that- utilize 
alternative mounting structures in accordance with division 6, Wireless Communications Facilities^
shall be considered part of the structure.

(c) Upon application for a height limitation waiver, the payment of appropriate fees, notification of 
adjacent property owners and following a public hearing, the board of supervisors may grant a height 
limitation waiver upon finding that:

(1) Additional setbacks have been provided as required by section 24-468(c); however, the board 
may waive additional setbacks in excess of 60 feet;

(2) Such structure will not obstruct light from adjacent property;

(3) Such structure will not impair the enjoyment of historic attractions and areas of significant historic 
interest and surrounding developments;

(4) Such structures will not impair property values in the area;



(5) Such structure is adequately designed and served from the standpoint of safety and that the county 
fire chief finds the fire safety equipment to be installed is adequately designed and that the 
structure is reasonably well located in relation to fire stations and equipment, to offer adequate 
protection to life and property; and

(6) Such structures will not be contrary to the public health, safety and general welfare.

(d) Heights ofcommunications facilities shall be permitted in accordance with division 6, communications
facilities, antennas, towers and support structures.
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ATT!

MCGLENNON
Bryan J. /liP('^, v LARSON

chael J. Hippl 
Chairman, Board of Supervisors

VOTES
AYE NAY ABSTAIN

Clerk to the Board ONIZUK
SADLER
HIPPLE iA

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, this 8th day of November,
2016.

Sec24-461 and24-469-RT-ord


